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Carmel Gomm-Wright and I attended the Gold Coast 2020 Summit on April 2 hosted by Senator 
Joe Ludwig, Minister for Human Services. We joined in the Human Capital group that mainly 
focussed on education. Carmel was a good advocate for better funding for education across the 
board, for better salaries for teachers to encourage good quality students into teaching and to ease 
the burden on schools to deal with so many societal  problems.           
Our International Women’s Day Breakfast on Saturday March 8 
was a great success. We heard about Women’s Rights in Tanzania 
from Theodora Mwenegoha, a lawyer and a PhD student at Bond 
University. The profit from this function goes to our Isobel Taylor 
Award for a student graduating in Education from Griffith University.  
 

On March 14, I   attended the Annual AFUWQ President’s Dinner 
in Brisbane. Sallyanne Atkinson, a former Lord Mayor of Brisbane 
spoke about her experiences as a graduate woman, mother, politician, 
and business person. 
 

We have what we hope is an interesting program for the rest of the year. I look forward to seeing 
you at our forthcoming functions.  
 

Marion Jones 
�

�����������������������������
About 20 of us met for High Tea on Sunday 20 April. We enjoyed ‘playing ladies’ in the beautiful 
setting of the Marriott’s Lobby Lounge and were treated to an excellent selection of pastries, 
scones and ribbon sandwiches. We were joined by two special guests –Theodora Mwenegoha, 
from Tanzania who was our IWD Guest Speaker and Adeline Foribah who has left her family back 
in Ghana to complete her PhD in Economics at UQ. 
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� l. to r.-  Madeleine Edgar, Elaine Ellis, 

Narelle Wilson 
l. to r. -Joy Allan,Rosemary 
Power,Maria Cremona, Dawn Pethers 
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The family of the late Sybil A.M. Vise who was a foundation member of our GC Branch has very 
generously set up a special account the interest from which funds our $200 Award to a graduating  
student in the Humanities and Social Sciences faculty at  Bond University.  
 

Our other Award honours the first President of our GC Branch Miss Isobel Taylor and is awarded 
to a student excelling in Education at Griffith University, Gold Coast. To fund this $200 Award 
annually, the Committee would like to set up an interest bearing account so that in time the interest 
alone could fund this Award. We would aim for $5000 by the AGM of 2008.  
 

To this end, having already received donations from some of the Committee, we are seeking 
further contributions from members and friends. If you would like to contribute, please contact me 
or our President Marion Jones. 
 

Joan Jennings 
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The Sybil A.M. Vise Award was presented on Friday 
1 February this year to Bond University student, Mercedes 
Ramsay. 
Pictured here presenting the award to Mercedes is 
Lyn Reilly, daughter of Sybil Vise.�
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WEDNESDAY JUNE 4, WORLD ENVIRONMENT DAY DINNER at 6 pm at the Gold Coast 
Institute of TAFE  Best entry to the parking lot is off Benowa Road into  Parasol St and then 
Anchusa St. The Dinner will be held in the small function room beside Visions Restaurant. and will 
cost $30 per person. Our guest speaker is Philip Folent from the GCCC who is involved in Gold 
Coast Heritage and Environmental issues.  Please RSVP to Joan Jennings by May 28. 
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FRIDAY AUGUST 1 at 8 p.m. THEATRE NIGHT AT GCLT, Scarborough St, Southport to see the 
play “Our Country’s Good”. This play is based on the very first play presented in Australia in 1789 
called “The Recruiting Officer”. Thomas Keneally wrote his novel “The Playmaker” about this 
unique episode in our history. Then Timberlake Wertenbaker (a woman) wrote the play we will see 
performed under the direction of the renowned Jennifer Flowers. RSVP by Tuesday July 29 to 
Treasurer Joan Jennings, 2/7 Broadwater St., Runaway Bay   Q 4216  Booking slip to follow. 
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The ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING is scheduled for SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 14 at 2.30 p.m. at 
the Southport Campus of Central Queensland University. Enter from Scarborough St. We will hear 
about their programmes and campuses from their Campus Director Dr Jonathon Purdy. We ask 
each member to bring a plate for afternoon tea. We will provide tea/coffee and juice. 
RSVP to Joan Jennings, 2/7 Broadwater Street, Runaway Bay   Q 4216.  Booking Slip to follow. 
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On THURSDAY OCTOBER 16 at 5.30 pm, the Book group will help us host poet Caroline Glen at 
a venue to be advised. The Book Group will also tell us about what they have been reading this 
year. 
RSVP by October 13 to Treasurer Joan Jennings, 2/7 Broadwater Street,  Runaway Bay   Q 4216 
Booking Slip to follow. 
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Our ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PARTY has been booked for MONDAY DECEMBER 1 at 6 for 6.30 
p.m. at The Colonial Golf Club again. Please put this and other dates in your calendars. 
RSVP by November 26 to Treasurer Joan Jennings, 2/7 Broadwater Street, Runaway Bay  Q 
4216. Booking Slip to follow in next Newsletter. 
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The BOOK INTEREST GROUP meets at the Southport Library most often on the 4th Thursday of 
each month from 2-4 pm  Our March meeting book discussion concerned the novel, The Trout 
Opera, by Matthew Condon a former Gold Coast Bulletin journalist.  This work took 10 years in the 
making. It was about the introduction of trout into Australia.  
 Our loyal “drum majorette”, Marjorie Baker, provided our group with a Michelin 10 star proper high 
tea for the afternoon.  Tr� s bonne haute cuisine! 
 Our April book discussion will be The Last Chinese Chef by Nicole Montes.  The title alone should 
cause one to salivate! 
 In May, we meet on the 22nd.  Our selection is Advance Australia…Where?  By Hugh Mackay. 
 Join us at any time, if interested.  
 
 Ellen Riley, Convenor   5530 8953 
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AUSTRALIAN DECORATIVE AND FINE ARTS SOCIETY offers 8 Lectures on various topics from 
March till October each year at the Gold Coast Arts Centre, Cinema 1 at 9.30 a.m. sharp. Their 
programme includes: 
MAY 17-  Queen of Sheba and an afternoon Special Interest Lecture on The Splendours of 

North Africa. 
JUNE 14-  The Art of Cricket 
JULY 19- Japanese Costumes and Textiles 
AUGUST 16-  Afternoon Lecture –Conserving the Legacy of Scott and Shackelton in Antarctica 
SEPTEMBER 20- The Shakers: Their beliefs, Architecture and Artifacts. 
OCTOBER 25- The Influence of the Arts on the making of Gardens 
Membership is $130 for the year. 
For more information call Marion Jones (5504-7054) 
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Rose Mulder has been a long time member of our Gold Coast  
Branch and has served as our Treasurer for many years.  
Rose has also performed the role of Archivist for the Branch 
and still helps by taking photos at our functions  
Rose is a woman of very many talents. She has been a tailoress 
and worked selling dress materials in Georges of Collins Street 
and in Liberty of London. She took her bookkeeping skills to  
London and then returned to Canberra where she graduated  
with her B.A in Accounting from the University of Canberra. 
Rose also has great credits to her name in acting having taken lead roles in very many plays in 
Melbourne and Brisbane and also in Radio for the ABC. She has been a valued member of the 
Harmony Chorus here on the Gold Coast as a lead singer and also as their Auditor and Librarian. 
Rose is very proud of her family, one of whom, Lyn Du Clos has written and published a book that 
our Branch had the privilege of pre-launching.  
 
 
 

 



AFUW -  Gold Coast Branch  Calendar for 2008 
Month/ Week Social Events Book Club Committee Meeting 

January     Week 1&2  - Executive Meeting 

Tuesday 22 January 

                  Week 3&4  Book Club meeting,  
24Jan. 2pm S’port Library 

Newsletter 

February  Week 1&2 Sybil Vise Award 2007 

presented Friday 1 Feb 

-  

                  Week 3&4 Spotlight Theatre “Rent”  

Sat 16 Feb 7.30pm 

Book Club meeting,  
28 Feb. 2pm S’port Library 

 

March       Week 1&2 International Women’s Day 
Breakfast, Secret Garden 
Sat 8 March 7.30am 
ADFAS Lecture 1 March 

-  

                 Week 3&4 AFUW-Q President’s Dinner 
14 March United Serv. Club 
ADFAS Lecture 29 March 

Book Club meeting,  
4th Thurs 2pm S’port Library 

 

April         Week 1&2 ADFAS Lecture 12 April 

 

- Executive Meeting 

Tuesday 15 April 

                  Week 3&4 High Tea at the Marriott 2pm 
Sunday 20 April 

Book Club meeting,  
4th Thurs,2pm S’port Library 

 

May           Week 1&2  - Newsletter 

                  Week 3&4 ADFAS Lecture 17 May Book Club meeting,  
4th Thurs,2pm S’port Library 

 

June          Week 1&2 World Environment Day 
Dinner June 4 TAFE at 6 pm 
 

-  

                  Week 3&4  Book Club meeting,  
4th Thurs,2pm S’port Library 

End Financial Year 

July           Week 1&2  - Newsletter 

                  Week 3&4  Book Club meeting,  
4th Thurs,2pm S’port Library 

 

August     Week 1&2 GC Little Theatre “Our Country’s 

Good” 1 August 8pm 

- Executive Meeting 

19 August 

                  Week 3&4  Book Club meeting,  
4th Thurs,2pm S’port Library 

 

September Week 1&2 Annual General Meeting 

14 Sept 2.30 pm at 

Southport Campus of CQU 

-  

                  Week 3&4 Sybil Vise Award 2008 at Bond 

Uni   26th September  

Book Club meeting,  
4th Thurs,2pm S’port Library 

 

October   Week 1&2 Literary Evening  16October 

5.30pm Venue t.b.a 

-  

                 Week 3&4  Book Club meeting,  
4th Thurs,2pm S’port Library 

 

November Week 1&2  

 

-  

                Week 3&4  Book Club meeting,  
4th Thurs,2pm S’port Library 

 

December Week1 Christmas Dinner 1 Dec 6pm 

Colonial Golf Club 

  

 


